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Abena McAllister - Director 
Abena is a leader, visionary, engaged citizen, and a life-long community advocate with an authentic passion for 
serving the public in a meaningful way. She has used her communication skills to engage, inform and empower 
residents, mobilize leaders to act and push for social change and collective political action throughout the State 
of Maryland. She has a proven record of bringing people, organizations and resources together and achieving 
substantial results. She brings her extensive experience in community engagement and advocacy to her work on 
the Pyxis Partners All of Us research program team. In this role, Abena focuses on engaging community 
stakeholders from underserved and historically underrepresented communities in biomedical research through 
the development and nurturing of relationships built on transparency and trust. 
  
Prior to joining Pyxis, Abena was apart of many initiatives to improve the health and welfare for underrepresented 
communities. One major initiative was drafting and lobbying to pass the Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and 
Automated External Defibrillator Requirements Act of 2013, which initiated a CPR and AED program across public 
schools in the District of Columbia, and established procedures for responding to medical emergencies. More 
recently, she worked collaboratively with the Health Equity Resource Communities Coalition, which is a Maryland 
Citizens’ Health initiative advocating for the state of Maryland to create and fund health equity resources to help 
reduce health inequities. Abena has been elected and appointed to several local and statewide boards, 
committees, and advocacy groups committed to civic engagement, Women’s empowerment, and public service 
including Women of Action Maryland, which she founded, and Emerge Maryland. 
  
Abena is a true servant leader. She attributes her values to her Christian upbringing, and the lessons she learned 
in her undergraduate studies at Nyack College a Christian missionary school in Nyack, NY where she studied 
communications. These attributes were further refined at the UDC David A Clarke School of Law, which is renown 
for its focus on public service, and their extensive Law Clinic programs which provide pro bono law services to the 
underrepresented citizens of the District of Columbia. 
  
When Abena isn’t building and cultivating new relationships, she is connecting at home with her husband, their 
two young daughters, and rooting for her hometown basketball team the New York Knicks. 
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